THE WAR WITH SPAIN                "       105

EXECUTIVE MANSION, WASHINGTON,

May 9, 1898.
My dear Mr. Secretary:

Although the President was obliged to accept your resig-
nation of recent date, I can assure you that he has done
so with very great regret. Only the circumstances men-
tioned in your letter and your decided and unchangeable
preference for your new patriotic work have Induced the
President to consent to your severing your present connec-
tion with the Administration.

Your services here during your entire term In office have
been faithful, able and successful in the highest degree, and
no one appreciates this fact more keenly than the President
himself. Without doubt your connection with the Navy
will be beneficially felt In several of its departments for
many years to come.

In the President's behalf therefore I wish at this time to
thank you most heartily and to .wish you all success In your
new and important undertaking, for which I hope and pre-
dict a brilliantly victorious result.

With sincere respect and cordial esteem, believe me,
always

Faithfully yours,

JOHX  ADDISON  POETEB,

Secretary to the President
HON. THEODORE ROOSEVELT,

Assistant Secretary of the Navy,
Washington, D. 0.

Among the many letters of congratulation that Roosevelt
received at the close of the war were the following from
John Hay, then United States Ajnbassador to England,
and James Bryce, afterwards Viscount Bryce, author of
the "American Commonwealth":

AMERICAN EMBASSY, LONTON, July 27? 1898.
Dear Roosevelt:

I am afraid I am the last of your friends to congratulate
you on the brilliant campaign which now seems drawing to